
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 11 November 2021] 

 p5332b-5332b 
Amber-Jade Sanderson 

 [1] 

NATIONAL RECYCLING WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Environment) [2.09 pm]: This week is National Recycling Week. 
National Recycling Week is an important opportunity to promote waste recycling and to highlight the fantastic 
work that is happening across Western Australia. Throughout November, the state government will promote waste 
avoidance, recycling and other simple actions Western Australians can do to make sending waste to landfill the last 
resort. This includes radio advertising, articles and advertising in the National Recycling Week lift-out in The West 
Australian, and online social media content. The National Recycling Week activities build on the success of the 
government’s Be a GREAT Sort behaviour change campaign, launched in August 2020. 
In 2020, the WasteSorted grants program replaced the Community and Industry Engagement program. Together 
these two grant programs have invested over $6 million in new infrastructure and programs to reduce waste and 
increase material recovery in Western Australia. The 2020–21 WasteSorted grants will provide $1 million in funding 
for recycling infrastructure and $150 000 in funding for education and events that contribute to waste avoidance 
and resource recovery. These grants support waste champions to continue to deliver high-quality projects and services 
that improve waste management. 
The annual WasteSorted Awards celebrate Western Australia’s waste champions and recognise outstanding 
projects that avoid waste, recover value from waste streams and protect the environment. These principles support 
the objectives of the McGowan government’s Waste avoidance and resource recovery strategy 2030. The 2021 
WasteSorted Awards winners were announced in May this year, showcasing the achievements of individuals, 
businesses, government, schools, community organisations, not-for-profit organisations and media outlets. Some 
of the innovative projects that took away top honours were: Australia’s first asphalt product containing high-recycled 
content from waste streams bound for landfill, which saw the company Downer take out both the Community Waste 
Award and the Waste Management Award; an innovative pool cover recycling program run by the Town of 
Cambridge, Green Machines Lab, Poly Pipe Recycling and Aussie Pool Covers, believed to be the first of its kind in 
Australia, which won the Waste Innovation of the Year Award; and the benchmark Resource Recovery Group earned 
the 2021 WA Waste Award. It has shown outstanding commitment to community waste reduction and re-use and 
recycling for 20 years. The 2022 WasteSorted Awards will open for nominations before the end of the year. There 
will be 10 award categories and two discretionary awards, including a regional award, school award, innovation 
award, commercial and industrial award and more. I look forward to seeing further innovation in waste management 
with the community, industry and government working together for a sustainable future. 
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